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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed on December 30, 2003. 
Claims 1-22 are pending. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in this application because the drawings filed on December 30, 2003 contain 
hand written labeling. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent 
patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for 
corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, lyiachine. manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specification failed to 
provide antecedent basis for "computer readable medium" recited in claims 12 
and 17, it appears that signal is not limited to tangible embodiment, therefore 
non-statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors . 
Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Hashemi (U.S. Pub. No. US 2003/0212804) hereinafter referred as Hashemi. 

Hashemi teaches the invention as claimed including method for sharing of 
media clips, such as sound and video, among various computer systems without 
the sharing of the corresponding media clip files (See abstract). 
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As to claim 1 , Hashemi teaches a computer implemented method for 

regulating a level of self-disclosure in an instant messaging communications 
session, the method comprising: 

enabling user selection on a first instant messaging participant system of 
an instant messaging communications mode from among at least a first available 
mode and a second available mode, the first available mode disclosing a 
different amount of information about a first instant messaging participant than 
the second available mode (P[0021-0027], P[0046-0047], Fig. 2, Hashemi 
discloses audio and video mode); 

enabling creation of a message clip on the first instant messaging 
participant system according to the selected communications mode (P[0021- 
0027], P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses recording and storing clip); and 

enabling delivery of the message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to a second instant messaging participant system (P[0021- 
0027], P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses steaming clip to other peers). 

As to claim 2, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
storing the message clip on a host system (P[0021]). 
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As to claim 3, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 2 wherein enabling 
delivery comprises enabling delivery of the message clip from the host system to 
the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046-0047]). 

As to claim 4, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

selecting the first available mode (P[0021 -0027]); 

creating a first message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the first available mode (P[0021-0027]): and 

delivering the first message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 

As to claim 5, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 4 further comprising: 

selecting the second available mode (P[0021-0027]); 

creating a second message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the second available mode (P[0021-0027]); and 

delivering the second message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 
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As to claim 6, Hashemi teaches a computer implemented method for 
regulating a level of self-disclosure in an instant messaging communications 
session, the method comprising: 

rendering, on a first instant messaging participant system, an instant 
messaging application user interface for an instant messaging communications 
session involving at least a first instant messaging participant and a second 
instant messaging participant (Fig. 2, P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses chat 
(instant messaging) system); 

enabling user selection on the first instant messaging participant system of 
an instant messaging communications mode from among at least a first available 
mode and a second available mode, the first available mode disclosing a 
different amount of information about the first instant messaging participant than 
the second available mode, the user selection being enabled at least in part 
through display of the available modes at the instant messaging application user 
interface (P[0021-0027]. P[0046-0047], Fig. 2, Hashemi discloses audio and 
video mode); 

enabling creation of a message clip on the first instant messaging 
participant system according to the selected communications mode, the 
message clip being created at least in part through user interaction with the 
instant messaging application user interface (P[0021-0027], P[0046-0047], 
Hashemi discloses recording and storing clip); and 
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enabling delivery of the message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to a second instant messaging participant system in response 
to a user interaction with the instant messaging application user interface 
(P[0021-0027], P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses steaming clip to other peers). 

As to claim 7, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 6 in which enabling 
user selection comprises enabling user selection of at least one of a text 
communications mode, an audio communications mode, a still photograph 
communications mode and a video communications mode (P[0021]). 

As to claim 8, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 6 in which enabling 
creation of a message clip comprises enabling selection of a pre-stored message 
clip (P[0021]). 

As to claim 9, Hashemi teaches the method of claim 8 wherein the pre- 
stored message clip is stored on a host system (P[0021]). 

As to claim 10, Hashemi teaches the niethod of claim 6 further comprising: 

selecting the first available mode (P[002 1-0027]); 

creating a first message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the first available mode (P[0021-0027]); and 

delivering the first message clip from the^firs.t.instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Hashemi teaches the method of claim 10 further 
comprising: 

selecting the second available mode (P[002 1-0027]); 

creating a second message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the second available mode (P[0021-0027]); and 

delivering the second message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 

As to claim 12, Hashemi teaches a computer program, stored on a 
computer readable medium, the computer program comprising instructions for: 

enabling user selection on a first instant messaging participant system of 
an instant messaging communications mode from among at least a first available 
mode and a second available mode, the first available mode disclosing a 
different amount of information about a first instant messaging participant than 
the second available mode (P[0021-0027], P[0046-0047], Fig. 2, Hashemi 
discloses audio and video mode); 

enabling creation of a message clip on the first instant messaging 
participant system according to the selected communications mode (P[0021- 
0027], P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses recording and storing clip); and 
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enabling delivery of the message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to a second instant messaging participant system (P[0021- 
0027], P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses steaming clip to other peers). 

As to claim 13, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 12 further 
comprising instructions for storing the message clip oh a host system (P[0021]). 

As to claim 14, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 13 
wherein instructions for enabling delivery comprises instructions for enabling 
delivery of the message clip from the host system to the second instant 
messaging participant system (P[0046-0047]). 

As to claim 15, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 12 further 
comprising instructions for: 

selecting the first available mode (P[0021-0027]); 

creating a first message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the first available mode (P[002 1-0027]); and 

delivering the first message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 

As to claim 16, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 15 further 
comprising instructions for: 
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selecting the second available mode (P[002 1-0027]); 

creating a second message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the second available mode (P[0021-0027]); and 

delivering the second message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 

As to claim 17, Hashemi teaches a computer program, stored on a 
computer readable medium, the computer program comprising instructions for: 

rendering, on a first instant messaging participant system, an instant 
messaging application user interface for an instant messaging communications 
session involving at least a first instant messaging participant and a second 
instant messaging participant (Fig. 2, P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses chat 
(instant messaging) system); 

enabling user selection on the first instant messaging participant system of 
an instant messaging communications mode from among at least a first available 
mode and a second available mode, the first available mode disclosing a 
different amount of information about the first instant messaging participant than 
the second available mode, the user selection being enabled at least in part 
through display of the available modes at the instant messaging application user 
interface (P[002 1-0027], P[0046-0047], Fig. 2, Hashemi discloses audio and 
video mode); 
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enabling creation of a message clip on the first instant messaging 
participant system according to the selected communications mode, the 
message clip being created at least in part through user interaction with the 
instant messaging application user interface (P[002 1-0027], P[0046-0047], 
Hashemi discloses recording and storing clip); and 

enabling delivery of the message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to a second instant messaging participant system in response 
to a user interaction with the instant messaging application user interface 
(P[0021-0027], P[0046-0047], Hashemi discloses steaming clip to other peers). 

As to claim 18, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 17 in 
which instructions for enabling user selection coririprises instructions for enabling 
user selection of at least one of a text communications mode, an audio 
communications mode, a still photograph communications mode and a video 
communications mode (P[0021]). 

As to claim 19, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 17 in 
which instructions for enabling creation of a message clip comprises instructions 
for enabling selection of a pre-stored message clip (P[0021]). 

As to claim 20, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 19 
wherein the message clip is stored on a host system (P[0021]). 

As to claim 21, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 17 further 
comprising instructions for: 
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selecting the first available mode (P[0021-0027]); 

creating a first message clip on the first Instant messaging participant 
system according to the first available mode (P[0021-0027]); and 

delivering the first message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 

As to claim 22, Hashemi teaches the computer program of claim 21 further 
comprising instructions for: 

selecting the second available mode (P[0021-0027]); 

creating a second message clip on the first instant messaging participant 
system according to the second available mode (P[0021-0027]); and 

delivering the second message clip from the first instant messaging 
participant system to the second instant messaging participant system (P[0046- 
0047]). 


5. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 

numbers in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of 
the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings 
of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, 
other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from 
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the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in its 
entirety as potentially teaching of all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

• Yu et al. (U.S. Patent Number 7,058,036) discloses method for wireless 
instant messaging. 

• England (U.S. Patent Number 6,144,991) discloses system for managing 
interactions between users in a browser-based telecommunications 
network. 

• Myers et al. (U.S. patent Number 7,065,186) discloses telephone based 
access to instant messaging. 

• Day et al. (U.S. patent Number 7,039,676) discloses using video image 
analysis to automatically transmit gestures over a network in a chat or 
instant messaging session. 

• Doty, Jr. (U.S. Patent Number 6,795,863) discloses System for combining 
steaming video with e-mail. 

• Ozkhan et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,748,421) discloses method and 
system for conveying video messages. 

• DeSimone et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,212,548) discloses system for 
multiple asynchronous text chat conversations. 
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7. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 


the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usDto.aov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
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